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Tenporary files:

EDI T .CRR Response currently being edited.
M2?2?2?2??. CRR  Qut goi ng nessages.
MD0?????. CRR  CQut goi ng nessage i ndex.

$3$ .SUB This is a special record-type subnmt file, which does
not need SUBM T. COM

Per manent fil es:

CRR .COM CRR itself.
CRR . 000 CRR' s overl ays.
CRRSTATE. CRR  Various internal pointers.

User provided files:
DEFAULTS. CRR  Setup file
Message packet files:

ACCESS1 . XRS (used if present)
AREAS1 . XRS
BAT1MAI L. XRS
MAI L11 DX. XRS
SUMVARY1. XRS
USER1 . XRS
XORIG N . XRS (used if present)

Response packets: (to be upl oaded)
??2222222.XXY 2?22?2222 is an 8 digit hex nunmber, unique to you
XX is the first two letters of the current day nane

Y is the nunmber of the packet
eg. 7452FF9B. MOL

The response packet and the .CRR files should be on the sane drive as
the CRR programitself.

XRS, XRS-Door, QWX, RAX, and RAQWX are trademarks of M ke Ratl edge and
Snmoki n’  Sof t war e.

(c) 1990-1993 Paul Martin

= CRR - CP/Moffline reader =

Docunent ati on for version 1.60

I ntroduction

CRR works with Fidonet bulletin boards allowi ng you to read your
messages offline (which is supposed to save you noney). You downl oad
the nmessages in a batch, view themat |eisure, and upload your replies
i n anot her batch.

CRR works in conjunction with Mke Ratl edge’s XRSDoor which can be
found on BBS, RenoteAccess, and SuperBBS bulletin boards bulletin
boards, and is the CP/ M equival ent of XRS. XRSDoor used to be called
variously: QWX, RAX, RAQWX, and R@eX. CRR will work with Opus,

Maxi nus, and XBBS boards when the interface software for these is
witten. CRR also works with Rudi Kuster’'s XCS (PKT2XRS) 0.47 and
later. CRRwill work with QX format nail, too.

To be able to use CRR you will need ARK. COM or ARC. COM UNARC. COM
CPMUNARJ. COM or UNZI P. COM and a text editor which can take a fil enane
as a command line argunent. For a long tine | have used VDE. | now use
ZDE, the descendent of CP/MVDE. | recomend it.

If you're not using CRR on an Anstrad CPC/ PCWor Sinclair Spectrum +3
in CA/MPlus, youll need to install it for your termnal. This is
done by using the supplied program CRRI NST.

CRR is copyright (C 1990-1993 Paul Martin.

CRR is shareware. You are allowed to use it for eval uation purposes
for a nonth. After that time you should register it. CRRis not
crippled if you don't register -- | |eave the persuasion to your
consci ence and peer pressure. Please see the file REA STER CRR for
further details.

No charge nust be nade for CRR s propagation other than that of the
cost price of the media on which it I1s distributed. In particular,
this program may not be distributed by shareware or public donmain
libraries without the author’s express witten permnission.

No responsibility whatsoever can be taken for any effects of using

this software. This software is supplied as is, and no warranty,
express or inplied, is given for this software.

Paul Martin, 85 Hollin Lane, M ddleton, Manchester, GB M24 3FE
Fi donet: Paul Martin 2:250/107 Internet: pm@owster.denon. co. uk

(c) 1990-1993 Paul Martin
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When using quoting, only quote the m ni mum necessary for people to
follow the thread of the conversation. In general, there should be
nore nessage than quote.

Keep your nessages as short as you can. If a nessage is nore than two
screens in length it’'s probably too |ong.

Leave a bl ank Iine between your nessage and any quote |ine.
Leave a bl ank |ine between paragraphs.

Separate your nessage into paragraphs. It nakes it easier for the eye
to foll ow

Large ambunts of blank lines in a nessage | ook untidy, especially at
the end of a message.

Don't feel obliged to reply to every nessage.

Don’t | eave private nmessages in public areas. CRR now only all ows
public nessages unl ess told otherwi se by the ACCESSx. XRS file. Private
nmessages are always allowed in the LOCAL area. |If you want to send a
private nmessage to someone on another board use netmail.

Don’t use echo areas for local chatter.

Don’t | eave offensive nessages. Don’t |eave nessages that would bring
Fi doNet (or the network you' re using) into ill-repute.

Sone nessage areas do not allow the use of signatures. In these areas
don’t include a signature line.

Pedantry for its own sake does not engender good feelings.

Don’t use netnmail without getting the sysop’s consent.

Don’t send international netrmail w thout getting the sysop’s bl essing.
Grovelling may help. You may be asked to pay. An air-mail letter wll
al nost certainly take less tine, and may in the |long term be cheaper.

Renenber that FidoNet is run by enthusiasts who give up their own tine
and noney to provide the service.

In short, show due consideration to others.
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di splay the Fidonet "kludge" lines starting with CTRL-A in
messages. (Advanced feature)

USEPI D This property, which has no acconpanyi ng val ue, forces CRR to
use the "aPID: kludge instead of putting its name on the
tear line. (Advanced feature)

PADNUL L If your sysop conplains that your nmessages are producing "bad
packet" errors, you can try including this option. (It
swi tches from padding the end of your reply PKT file with end
of file characters to padding with nulls).

SUMVBKI P Setting this makes the summary display skip all the preanble
and just display the "Messages that you selected to read".

NOSTRIP  CRR nornally renoves spaces fromthe I eft hand side of quoted
messages. Including this stops CRR fromstripping the spaces.

USETAG If this keyword is included CRRwill not put a tear line on
|l ocal messages, but put a QXK style tag line instead. This
option is included for conpleteness, but it is very unlikely
that you will ever need to use it.

VISIBLE |If the bulletin board you use strips tear lines or tag |ines,
and people can’t see you' re using CRR you nmight like to try
this option.

MAXQUOTE The naxi num |l ength of a quoted line that CRRwill put in a
reply. Longer lines are split in half. The default for this
is 75 characters.

I NTRO This is the introduction line that is put at the top of
replies. A conbination of a dollar sign "$" and anot her
character is expanded as foll ows:

$F Who fromoriginally $T Who to originally
$1  First nanme of $F $2  Last nane of $F
$S  Subj ect of message $D Date of message
$/ Start a new line $$ Dollar sign "$"

The default for INTROis "In a nessage to $T <$D> $F said:"

ORIG N The name put in the origin |line of messages. Mre than one
bul l etin board can be specified. There should be a blank |ine
after the last entry. The lines contain the node nunber of
the bulletin board, a space, and the origin text.

(eg. 250/ 107 Aspects, Manchester UK [061-792 0260])

Pl ease note that origin lines are a contentious issue. If the bulletin
board provides an XORIGA N. XRS file in the nessage packet, that will be
used by CRR in preference to the one in your defaults file. Put any
personal "marks" in the signature line -- that's what it's there for.
It may be that the bulletin board allows you to use your own origin

(c) 1990-1993 Paul Martin
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CRROVK. CHN

CRRwill work with QX format mail, and cones with a conversion
program |f your bulletin board offers XRS-Door and QK mail, use
XRS- Door .

CRRQXK has a few extra keywords that can be put in your DEFAULTS. CRR:

QAKI'N Wth this you tell CRRQAK on which drive it expects to find
the unpacked QXK mail. The default is the current drive.
CRRQXK converts fromthe QXIN drive to your DRIVE drive.

QXKTIDY |If you include this keyword, CRROAK will delete any XRS files
that are on the DRIVE drive, and delete npbst of the QXK files
after converting them Note that this option could erase
DBase index files, too.

QNKTEAR |If you include this, CRRONK will put a Fidonet style tear
line on the end of your nessages instead of a QXK tag |ine.

QMKCAPS If the bulletin board you are using expects user nanes to be
i n upper case, add this keyword.

eg. part of your DEFAULTS. CRR mi ght |ook |ike this:
QI N
C

QUKTI DY
ONKTEAR

To convert a QXK packet into sonmething CRR can work with, extract all
the files (CRRQXK only really needs the *.DAT files) to your QAXIN
drive, and run CRR by typing:

CRR QK

CRR wi Il then run, and execute the CRRQAKK. CHN file to convert. Wen
the conversion has conpleted CRRwill continue as normal. The
conversion only has to be done once. Once converted, CRR can be used
as with an XRS-Door packet.

Note that with QXK format nmil, different bulletin boards can use

di fferent nethods of sending netmail. It’'s best to ask the sysop about
sendi ng netnil .

CRRTIM Z

This file is the Z80 assenbl er | anguage source code for an overlay
al l owi ng you to change the nmethod which CRR uses to get the current
tinme. The file supplied is the one actually used in the supplied
CRR. COM

There shoul d be enough source code in CRRTIM Z to all ow any conpetent
Z80 programmer to get CRR to read any Real Time C ock. The version
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The next step is to log on to the bulletin board, enter its XRSDoor
section, configure it to read the nessage areas you want, and sel ect
the PKZI P or PKARC packi ng nethod. This can seem daunting, but it only
needs to be done once. Then get XRSDoor to pack the nessages. You will
then be asked to download the file BATIMAIL. ZI P or BATIMAIL. ARC (this
is your message packet). Log off the bulletin board. Later versions of
XRSDoor only support nanmed nmil packets (such as ASPECTS1. ZXR or
ASPECTS1. AXR). These have the sane structure. ZXRis a ZIP, LXRis an
LZH, and AXR is an ARC archive.

If pre-packing of mail is set up on the bulletin board, any pre-packed
mail will have a different filenanme which is based on your name. The
filenanes will be simlar to "936FA354. ZXR', "936FA354.ZX1", and so
on. The bit before the dot should be the same for all the bulletin
boards you use.
The program UNZI P099. COM truncates certain files, and so should not be
used. If you want to use ZI P conpression, use the UNZI P program by
Dave Goodenough -- not only does it work properly, but it is also
about eight tines smaller. A version of it is supplied with CRR
Unpack the nessage packet by typing

UNARC A: BAT1IMAI L B:

or

UNARC A: ASPECTS1. AXR B:

or

UNZI P A: ASPECTS1. ZXR B:

or whatever necessary to put the messages where CRR has been told to
expect them

Qut of the packet should cone
AREAS1. XRS
BAT1MAI L. XRS
MAI L1I DX. XRS
SUMVARY1. XRS
USERL. XRS
and possibly a few other files with the XRS extension.

You now have enough to start using CRR

(c) 1990-1993 Paul Martin



Page [ 10] CRR 1. 60 Docunentation
boards to |ink together nmessage threads.

When you’ ve finished editing, use the "Save and Exit" function of your
editor. In VDE/ZDE this is CTRL-K X. You will be automatically be
returned to CRR

Vi ewi ng and Packi ng up

(V)iewreplies
(P)ack the responses

(X)ternal Commrand

(Quit
Option V shows you what nessages you have witten, and allows you to
look at the first screen of nessages, edit them again, delete them or
forward a copy to anyone in an other nessage area.
Option P packs up the outgoing nmessages into an archive to be sent to
the bulletin board. Wiile it is doing this it displays a summary of
what it is doing. Wien the packing has conpleted you will be left in
CP/I'M
Option X allows you to execute a CP/M command and return to CRR

ption Qquits CRR and returns to CP/M
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Usi ng CRR

Assum ng that you have an unpacked packet, enter the program CRR (It
is inportant that you run CRR on the current drive, and that the file
CRR. 000 is on the current drive too).

After about 15-30 seconds of disc drive whirring you should get a
copyri ght nessage fromthe XRSDoor package. You will be asked to press
a key. If you have a correct originline set it will also be displayed
at this tine.

You will be then shown the main menu which gives you the follow ng
options:

O ontinue reading

R) ead n'essages [all]

y mail only

ne area only

el ect message from summary

nter new nessage
etmail enter

iew replies
ack the responses

ernal command
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You will not get the netmail option if you have not been allowed to
send netnmil by the sysop of the board you are using.

Packi ng messages shoul d be the |ast thing done before you next |og on
to the bulletin board. If there are no replies at the nonment, the (V)
and (P) options do not appear.
Readi ng nessages

(R)ead nessages [all]

(My mail only

O ne area only

(S)el ect message from summary
These options allow you to read the messages you have downl oaded.
Option R shows all the nessages in the order they were downl oaded.
Option Mshows you all the mail addressed to you.
Option O shows you a menu of avail abl e message areas, allow ng you to

read the nessages in only one area. You enter the nunber which is
associated with the area name or Qto quit.
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